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THE LOCAL CHAPTERS 

The American Association of Teachers of Spanish has been 
now firmly established as one of the powerful modern language as- 
sociations of our country. We started in December, 1917, with a 
membership of 400, and now we have passed the 800 mark. In the 
near future we shall number a round 1,000. The American teachers 
of Spanish are in earnest in their great work. Our task is to better 
the teaching of Spanish, to properly guide Spanish instruction in our 
land. The enthusiasm of our Spanish teachers is manifested in the 
excellent material continually received for publication in Hispania, 
in the gradual increase in our membership, and, above all, in the 
establishment of the local chapters announced in the May number 
of our journal. The following activities are recently reported from 
these local chapters : 

NEW YORK CHAPTER 

The New York chapter of the American Association of Teach- 
ers of Spanish held its last regular meeting of the year in May, 
when it was addressed by Mr. Julio Mercado concerning "La Re- 
publica de Colombia." It has always been the custom of this chap- 
ter to divide its session into two parts. In the first, one or more 
speakers address the members in Spanish on some topic of interest 
not immediately associated with teaching or its problems. The 
presence in New York of a large Spanish- American colony has made 
this custom relatively easy to pursue. 

The important thing at the business part of the May meeting 
was the election of officers. The following were chosen : President, 
Dr. Alfred Coester; vice-president, Mr. Julio Mercado; secretary- 
treasurer, Miss Gracia L. Fernandez; corresponding secretary, Mr. 
Abraham Kroll. After the election a motion was made and enthusi- 
astically carried that a banquet be held at some place to be selected 
by a committee. About sixty members attended the banquet on 
June 14. The meeting next discussed plans for the annual contest 
in Spanish. 

Even before the organization of the national association a con- 
test in Spanish for the pupils in the schools was a feature of the 
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activity of the New York chapter. Prizes have been offered in two 
classes : in Class A for pupils who have completed three or more 
years' study of Spanish; in Class B for pupils who have had not 
more than two years' study. Contestants in Class A write an origi- 
nal composition. From the compositions presented, six are selected 
and returned to their writers to be committed to memory and pub- 
licly declaimed. Pupils competing in Class B take an examination 
in which 50 per cent of the credit is given to the written reproduc- 
tion in Spanish of a ten-minute discourse in Spanish. By this means 
it is hoped to stimulate greater use of Spanish in the classroom, and 
the written reproduction of connected discourse. 

During the coming year the chapter hopes to accomplish two 
tilings ; one to make its meetings of such inspirational value that the 
average attendance of sixty will be greatly increased, and the other 
to discuss and devise means of rendering the study of Spanish attrac- 
tive to the pupils in the high schools. 

THE WASHINGTON CHAPTER 

Permanent organization of a Washington Chapter of the Amer- 
ican Association of Teachers of Spanish was effected on May 2, at 
a meeting at George Washington University. The following officers 
were elected : President, Henry Grattan Doyle, Assistant Professor 
of Romance Languages, George Washington University ; vice-presi- 
dent, Rene Samson, in charge of modern languages in the high 
schools of the District of Columbia ; secretary, Miss Ruth Willson, 
of the Military Intelligence Bureau, War Department; treasurer. 
Miss Mary B. Crans, teacher of Spanish, Central High School. The 
committee on constitution consisted of Mr. Cecil Knight Jones of 
the Library of Congress, Miss Mary B. Crans, and Miss Ruth Will- 
son. The nominating committee was headed by Dr. Guillermo A. 
Sherwell of the International High Commission, past president of 
the New York Chapter of the Association, who was instrumental in 
establishing the local chapter. After the meeting Mr. Juan B. Sal- 
dana gave a delightful reading from the works of several Mexican 
poets — Gutierrez Najera, Acufia, etc. Previous meetings had been 
addressed by Dr. Sherwell and Sr. Cayetano Serrano of the Mexican 
Embassy. The new organization starts off with a membership of 
about twenty-five teachers of Spanish and friends of Hispanic 
culture. 
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the northern california chapter 

The Northern California Chapter, which held its organization 
meeting in San Francisco on March 1st of this year, held its second 
meeting in Berkeley on the 9th of July. Dr. M. W. Graham of the 
University of California, the secretary of the local chapter, acted as 
chairman, Professor Schevill, the president, being then in Spain. 
The speakers were Professor Charles P. Wagner of the University 
of Michigan, who delivered a most interesting lecture on the various 
methods called "direct methods," and the various fallacies of methods 
and names ; Dr. Alfred Coester, the secretary-treasurer of the Na- 
tional Association, who spoke about the history of the organization 
of the National Association and the reason for its existence; Pro- 
fessor Aurelio M. Espinosa of Stanford University, and Professor 
Carlos Bransby of the University of California. Fifteen new mem- 
bers enrolled. The membership of the Northern California Chap- 
ter now consists of some fifty members. 

THE LOS ANGELES CHAPTER 

A special meeting of the Los Angeles Chapter of the American 
Association of Teachers of Spanish was held on Wednesday, July 
16th, at 2 :30 p. m., in the Auditorium of the University of Southern 
California. Mr. George W. H. Shield, the president of the chapter, 
called the meeting to order and, after a few general remarks, intro- 
duced Miss C. Marcial Dorado, who spoke in Spanish on the sub- 
ject, "La Evolucion de la Mujer Espanola." The other speaker 
on the program was Mr. Lawrence A. Wilkins, who took as his topic 
"The New Spirit Among Teachers of Spanish." After quickly 
tracing the rapid and steady growth of the study of Spanish during 
the last decade, the speaker made all the teachers present realize 
their great responsibility not only in giving to every pupil a knowl- 
edge of the language, life, and customs of Spain and Spanish-Amer- 
ica, but also a true idea of what loyalty to the United States means 
in this new era of international democracy. Before closing his re- 
marks, Mr. Wilkins brought greetings and good wishes from the 
National Association and the New York Chapter to the members of 
the Los Angeles Chapter of the organization. 

After the program was concluded the general spirit of coopera- 
tion and good feeling among the teachers of Spanish was manifested 
in the greeting of new and old friends. 
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THE NEW MEXICO CHAPTER. 

New Mexico, with its large Spanish-speaking population and a 
great center of Spanish interest, has organized a local chapter. On 
July 2 and 3 all friends of Spanish met in Las Vegas, pursuant to a 
call issued by Governor Larrazolo. The greatest enthusiasm pre- 
vailed at the meetings. Governor Larrazolo, Professor Fitz-Gerald 
of the University of Illinois, and Mrs. Alexia Coronel of Raton, 
were among the speakers. A constitution was adopted, and the 
following officers were elected for 1919: 

President, Atanasio Montoya of Albuquerque ; first vice-president, 
Antonio Lucero of Las Vegas ; secretary-treasurer, Dr. Frank H. 
Roberts of the Las Vegas Normal School. Governor O. A. Larra- 
zolo and Mr. R. E. Twitchell were elected honorary presidents. The 
New Mexico Chapter begins with a membership of forty. 

THE NORTHWEST CHAPTER 

The sixth local chapter of the American Association of Teachers 
of Spanish, and the most recent one to be organized is the Northwest 
Chapter, established on July 12, at a meeting held in Denny Hall, 
University of Washington, Seattle, ■ Wash. Addresses were given 
by Professor Frein of the University of Washington, Professor 
Jones of Pomona College, Senor Maximo F. Conde of Seattle Pacific 
College, and a letter of greeting from Mr. Wilkins, the president of 
the National Association was read. A constitution was adopted, 
modeled after that of the New York Chapter, and Professor George 
W. Umphrey of the University of Washington was unanimously 
elected president of the chapter for 1919. A nominating committee 
was then appointed to submit names for the other officers, and the 
first Saturday in November was chosen as the date for the next 
meeting. 

The Northwest Chapter begins with a membership of thirty., The 
organization of this chapter completes the organization and union 
of the Pacific Coast teachers of Spanish. The Los Angeles, North- 
ern California, and Northwest Chapters now unite in common ef- 
fort to support the purposes and policies of the American Associa- 
tion of Teachers of Spanish. 



